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Greetings to all 
I realise that it has been  some time since the last issue of ’The Keel’ 

Mainly due to the protracted negotiations behind the scenes and awaiting various local 

government ‘mills’ to do their thing, BUT we now have our ROUTE PROTECTED un-

der Wakefield MDC Draft LDF   but Barnsley is still working on theirs. 

 

This issue is mainly to present the Chairman’s Report, Minutes and Accounts for  2007 

as presented and accepted at the 2008 AGM  

 

Also in this edition is an account of a visit by the East Yorkshire Branch of the IWA (but 

let Barry Robins tell you himself.) and an article by  Mike Silk on the history and fat of 

the Cold Hiendley Pump Engine 

 

We are still holding our monthly open meetings on the first Monday of each month—

details on web site—all welcome. 

The administrative grind goes on !!! 

 

Regards to all  

Ulrich 
Editor & Membership 

 

PS—the WRG goes on—yours truly was at Lichfield with Essex WRG on weekend 6/7 

Sept laying turf and shifting muck (in the wet)  and hopes to be at Hincaster   Tunnel on 

the Lancaster  in October with NW WRG. 

BDDCT is still on the WRG map for future digs.  

A  few of us attended the IWA Northern Canals Association meet at Moira on October 

05– a good meeting—sorry no space in this issue for a report on a very good meeting. 

. 
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People moving jobs—within the Trust 
 

June Backhouse has escaped again! - from the “onerous duties of       

Company Secretary”  

 

The brave soul who has been persuade (nay! - coerced) into taking on this 

post is one of our new Directors—Ray Helm—leaving June  free to look 

after money matters again. 

 

I’m sure all will join with us in giving our grateful thanks to Malcolm Ma-

caskill  who is leaving active duties due to ill health. 

 

The Trust owes a BIG debt of gratitude to Malcolm who stepped into the 

breach in 2000 as the Trust’s Engineer just prior to the Pound 3 dredging 

project. 

 

Without his input  at that point it is doubtful that we would be here today 

and the feasibility study would not even have been started. 

 

We also thank him for his services as Treasurer where his canny invest-

ment of our funds are reaping their just rewards—even in today’s finan-

cial climate 

 

Thanks Malcolm — from all who know you. 

 

—————————————————————————————-- 

Major events for next years Diary      That we can get to ? 
 
%ational Trail Boat Festival Moira, Ashby Canal Leicestershire 24, 25 May 2009 

OR 

The %ational Campaign Rally Kiveton Park Rotherham On Chesterfield Canal 23-25 

May 2009   

 

The %ational Festival ,Red Hill, near Ratcliffe RiverSoar Navigation (just below Trent 

Junction),  on 29-31 Aug 2009 

 

Details of all 3 festivals  via IWA Website—they are all 3 within our  reach ! 
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Chairman’s Piece 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT for 2007 

 

Given to AGM 2008 

 

Unfortunately following last year’s momentum following the launch of the Feasibility 

Study 2007 has been one of little activity on the restoration front. 

 

However work did start on the brief for the environmental study for the restoration of the 

Walton summit section of the Barnsley Canal and work on this continues. 

 

Several sites along the line of both canals have been the subject of planning applications 

and although the Trust continues to monitor them, progress is slow. 

 

The Trust continues to be represented at the Consortium meetings and where possible at 

Northern Canals meetings. 

  

Grass cutting around the Elsecar Basin and top lock areas continued to be undertaken by 

members of the Trust. Talks have started with the Probation Service with a view to them 

eventually taking on this work in 2008. 

 

Talks have been given by the Trust to interested parties regarding the canals and the res-

toration of them. The Trust has also had talks given to it by Mike Taylor on the York-

shire Ring, John Openshaw on the Consortium’s work and its future and two talks by 

John Goodchild on the Barnsley Dearne & Dove Canals and the railways impact on 

them. 

 

On the social side two events have taken place at the New Inn at Walton and at the Mar-

ket Hotel at Elsecar. A walk from Heath to Walton was organized by Mike Silk follow-

ing parts of the line from the River Calder to Walton Locks on the Barnsley Canal. Also 

a walk was organized around the Dearne Valley Country Park. 

 

Everyclick the internet search engine is being used by members to help generate funds 

for the Trust and Gift Aid claims have been undertaken for the benefit of Trust funds and 

thanks to Sue Silk for her work on that front. 

 

Finally can we wish Malcolm Macaskill well and we hope to see him back in the future. 

 

Best Wishes 

Mike Silk, 
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BARNSLEY, DEARNE AND DOVE CANALS TRUST 
MINUTES OF 23rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY 9 July 2007 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mike Silk, Sue Silk, Peter Bolton, John Fenn, Joseph 
Rowntree, June Backhouse, Bill O’Brien, Ulrich Signer, Brenda Macaskill, Mal-
colm Macaskill, Alan Barnard, Terry Gelder, Dave Smith, Mike Hyde. 
 

1. APOLOGIES: Geoffrey Streets, George Cooper, Ray Helm, Len Howard-
Smith, Judy Andrews, Andy Andrews. 
2. MINUTES OF THE 22nd AGM:   The minutes of the meeting held on 

3 July 2006 were agreed as a true record, this being proposed by Peter Bolton 
and seconded by Alan Barnard 
3. MATTERS ARISING:   There were no matters arising 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  Mike recorded his thanks to Derek Hou-

sley for his three years as Chair and to Malcolm Macaskill who took on the role 
of Chair for nine months on a temporary basis and had steered the Trust through 
a difficult period.  It was decided that a formal letter of thanks would be sent to 
Derek in recognition of the work he undertook as Chairman which culminated in 
the completion of the Feasibility Study.  Mike summarised last year’s events fo-
cussing mainly on the completion and subsequent launch of the Feasibility 
Study.  This was well attended with John Fletcher, Chair of the Inland Water-
ways Association, chairing the launch, Patrick Moss formerly of Atkins Consult-
ing Engineers delivering the formal presentation and Ed Balls MP giving the Key-
note Speech.  Mike explained that the inclusion of the line of the canals in each 
local authority’s Local Development Framework was a priority and the difficulties 
with the route through Rotherham were being pursued, with an alternative route 
currently under consideration.  Other events of note were the acquisition of way-
markers which have started to be installed along the route of the canals, the pro-
duction of a new leaflet, attendance at local festivals and a Christmas Social.  
Mike thanked members of the Committee for their support and work throughout 
the year including those unable to attend and particular thanks were given to 
Rick Sterry for his maintenance and updating of the Trust’s website.  He also 
made a plea for new members to come forward on to the Committee. 
TREASURER’S REPORT  Malcolm presented the accounts which 
had been verified independently by Peter Bolton.  There are an additional two 
pages of notes and routine statements which were not available for the meeting 
but which will be available for view at the next public meeting.  Malcolm reported 
that the Trust’s income this year had been small compared to previous years and 
had come mainly from the claiming of Gift Aid, membership subscriptions and 
interest.  The expenses of the Trust were small as the bulk of the costs for the 
Feasibility Study had been paid in the previous financial year.                                                 
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The complete document will be ready for presentation to Companies House at 
the end of October.                                                                                             
The adoption of these accounts was proposed by Ulrich Signer and seconded by 
Terry Gelder, and they were duly signed by Mike Silk as Acting Chairman of the 
Trust. 
1. APPOINTMENT OF AN AUDITOR FOR 2007/8 It was confirmed that it 

was not necessary to appoint an external auditor for the Trust’s account as the 
income was not sufficient to warrant such an appointment. 
2. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS June Backhouse, Alan Barnard and Mike 

Silk were standing down as Directors at the conclusion of their three years in 
office, as per the Articles of Association of the Trust.  June, Alan and Mike were 
re-elected as Directors.  This was proposed by Brenda Macaskill and seconded 
by Peter Bolton and carried unanimously.  In addition Bill O’Brien was proposed 
as a Director by Brenda Macaskill, seconded by Terry Gelder and carried unani-
mously.  Bill has an interest in canals and is an ex-Chair of the Parliamentary 
Waterways Group in his former capacity as a Member of Parliament. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Update on the Feasibility Study 
 
There is a planning approval for 220 houses on the Wakefield Power 

Station site.  The Developer has commissioned a hydrological study 
to explore whether a marina and waterside development can be re-
alised on the site. 

There is a proposal for housing on part of the Redfearn’s glass works 
site. 

A planning group is working on housing renewal around Swinton locks 
end.  Rotherham MBC are meeting to discuss the alternative route 
proposal for the canal. 

It is hoped that the Willow Bank Partnership will tidy up the area between 
Barnsley and Barugh.  This is a potential area that could benefit from 
the input of WRG.   

Mike has yet to receive a response from WRG regarding work on Clay 
Royd Bridge.. 

 
Where we go from here 
There are plans being progressed through the Consortium to form a 
BDDC Company.  There is also a proposal to join with 4 or 5 other canal 
societies and run a training scheme for the unemployed. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
(These Minutes were agreed and signed off at the AGM 2008) 
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   BARNSLEY DEARNE & DOVE CANALS TRUST 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE PERIOD  

01JAUNUARY 2007 TO 31 DECEMBER 2007 

   2007  2007  2007 2006 

   Unrestricted  Restricted  Total Total 

  Notes Funds  Funds  Funds Funds 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE         

INCOMING RESOURCES         

Donations & Grants 2 1602    1602 1852 

Disposal of Plant 2     0 0 

Investment Income 2   735  735 611 

Miscellaneous      0 200 

TOTAL  1602  735  2337 2663 

                

RESOURCES EXPENDED         

Direct Charitable Expenditure 3 890  1578  2468 981 

Fundraising & Publicity 4   15  15 2014 

Management & Administration 5 317  12  329 1802 

TOTAL  1207  1605  2812 4797 

          

NETT (OUTGOING) INCOMING RESOURCES        

BEFORE TRANSFERS  395  -870  -475   

Transfers Between Funds  1000  -1000  0   

NETT (OUTGOING) INCOMING RESOURCES 1395  -1870  -475 -2134 

                

STATEMENT OF ACCUMULATED FUNDS       

  6        
Accumulated Funds Brought Forward 4518  17109  21627 23761 

Nett Resources in the Year  1395  -1870  -475 -2134 

   5913  15239  21152 21627 

BALANCE SHEET AT 31st DECEMBER 2007 

FIXED ASSETS      2007 2006 

Tangible Assets 7     1258 1677 

          

CURRENT ASSETS         

Cash at Bank & in Hand 6   19894     

Creditors    0     

          

NETT CURRENT ASSETS      19894 19950 

          

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES     21152 21627 

          

CAPITAL & RESERVES         

Unrestricted Funds [inc assetts] 6     4903 4518 

Restricted Funds      16249 17109 

            21152 21627 
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NOTES on  Accounts 

 

None of the company's activities were acquired or discontinued during the period. 

 

The company was entitled to exemption under sect. 249A(1) of the Companies Act 1985 

for the year ending 31st  December 2007 

 

No members have required the company to obtain an audit of these accounts in accor-

dance with sect. 249B(2). 

 

The directors acknowledge their responsibility for: 

i) Ensuring the company keeps accounting records which comply with section 221, and 

ii) Preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the com-

pany at the end of the financial year and of its profit and loss for that year in accordance 

with section 226, which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 

relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the company. 

 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with special provisions of 

Part VII of the Companies Act 1985 relating to small companies and with the Financial 

Reporting Standards for Smaller Entities (effective March 2000) 

 

The notes attached form part of these financial statements. 

 

The financial statements on pages 5-7 were approved by the members at the AGM held 

on 7th July 2008 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

M.D. SILK, 

Director and Trustee 

———————————————————————————————————- 

 

 Canal & Railway at Stairfoot  
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A visit to the Barnsley Canal  

By members of the East Yorkshire Branch  

Of the Inland Waterways Association 
Each summer members of the East Yorkshire Branch of the Inland      Waterways Asso-

ciation have an outing by minibus to not –too-distant  waterways. This visit is usually on 

the first Sunday in July but because of holidays this year it was put back to September. 

So it was that a small group of IWA members set off from the outskirts of Hull at 08.30 

on 14th September. Earlier in the summer we had discussed, with June Backhouse, the 

most interesting places to visit and, very importantly, a good place to eat! At a Branch 

social evening at we discussed places to visit we had considered visiting the Dearne & 

Dove as well as the Barnsley but were pleased to follow June’s suggestion of seeing the 

possibilities and problems in  Barnsley before walking along a section mainly in water 

from Walton to Royston. 

 

So it was that promptly at 10.00 am we arrived at Asda’s car park where we were greeted 

by June. Time for coffee (the all-day breakfast looked tempting but we didn’t yield) and 

a comfort stop and off to Canal Street to explore the area covering the junction of the 

Barnsley and Dearne and Dove Canals. June explained the problems of the restoration of 

this junction of the link between the Sheffield & South Yorkshire at Swinton and the 

Calder Navigation at Wakefield. We were shown where the proposed new aqueduct 

would be constructed. In our area we have difficulties with the restoration of the Driffield 

Navigation and the Pocklington Canal but nothing as daunting or challenging as this. 

One angler amongst us did wish he had brought his rod when he saw the size of some of 

the fish! 

 

Back to the minibus and off to the New Inn at Walton for an excellent Sunday lunch. 

Well recommended, June! A few more words of explanation from June then off we set to 

walk the cut from Walton to Royston, the minibus having been moved from Walton to 

Royston ready for our arrival. We saw the original route of the canal and then looked at 

the route suggested for restoration which would minimise disruption to others and was a 

feasible alternative. 

 

 

 
 

 

A rope guide on the long bend on  Walton 

Top Pound, on way to Cold Hiendley Res-

ervoir (Photo courtesy of Barry Robins) 
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Walking along the towpath we soon found a canal with some water in it which made us 

realise how much of an asset to the area a restored canal would be. Being part of the 

Trans Pennine Trail the towpath was in a reasonably good state for walking, despite the 

recent heavy rain. On past the golf course (was that diversion for us or just for the golf-

ers?), round the edge of Haw Park to Cold Hiendley Reservoir, where some of the local 

youngsters in their cars thought we would like to listen to their music, or were going to 

even if we didn’t like! The sun shone from time to time and it was pleasantly warm. As 

always with these events it was very much a social occasion and June played her part in 

this too. However as we neared Royston we heard ominous rolls of thunder and the sky 

started to turn dark. We saw a mile post ‘half mile to Royston’ and after another 400 

yards (or metres) we saw another sign ‘Royston 1km’. We made it back to the minibus, 

rather leg-weary and wondering how far we had walked. With the section in Barnsley 

include we estimated 8 miles (we are still in Imperial) but are open to correction. 

 

Our impressions? Restoration is certainly a challenge but would certainly be beneficial to 

the area; we walked some very pleasant sections and there is a lot of history there. We 

saw rope cuts on the bridges, a rope guide on a bend and the Bear Cave plate. Has any-

one got the full wording from it as we found it hard to decipher. 

 

We must express our thanks to June Backhouse for all the work she did before our visit 

and for being a most informative guide. 

 

Barry Robins,  

Branch Chairman, East Yorks. IWA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
Rope scores on the cast 

iron wear plate, date on 

stone is 1828 

Members of East Yorks IWA with June Backhouse  

on their walk near Barnsley 

Both photos courtesy Barry Robins  
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August 2008 - An update on Progress. 
 

Perhaps the most important piece of recent news is that City of Wakefield Council has 

included the line proposed by the Atkins study, in their Local Development Framework 

(LDF - the ‘local plans’ by another name).  There is still a long way to go before that gets 

set in stone, and it is now up to the Trust to work with the council to ensure that objec-

tions are countered and that for the period of the plan - the next fifteen years or so satis-

factory progress towards restoration is demonstrated.  (Regrettably a report in the Barns-

ley Chronicle that Barnsley Council had done the same thing has proved erroneous at the 

time of writing this in mid-September). 

 

The credit squeeze has affected developments along the Barnsley and Dearne and Dove 

Canals just like all other sites - just when it seemed that things might actually happen on 

the ground.  The only thing that appears to be progressing is the golf course on the Ex-

press parks site near Wombwell.  Perhaps unsurprisingly, all other sites with a canalside 

prospect seem to be on hold.  Even housing on the Calder Cut in the centre of Wakefield 

has stopped at footings level, and sales appear to have dried up. 

 

The replacement Clay Royd Bridge is now in position and as it is ‘like-for like’, presents 

no additional problems for future restoration.  Trust representations have helped to en-

sure that the spectre of a ‘temporary’ infilling has been seen off.  This work was financed 

by Wakefield MDC. 

 

In the section just south of Cold Hiendley Common Lane (the road that goes past Haw 

Park Woods), the owners - UK Coal - have identified problems with the stability of the 

embankments on the north side of the canal where it crosses open land at quite a high 

level.  The prospect of about a mile of water (from the section through the deep cutting 

and up to where the railway crosses the canal on the infilled bridge) discharging across 

the landscape towards Newmillerdam etc., was clearly quite a worry.  There was an ini-

tial indication that UK Coal might try and fill the canal in this area.  However, following 

discussions and no doubt being aware that Wakefield intended to include restoration of 

the canal in their LDF they have decided to strengthen the embankment.  A date for the 

work to start is awaited. 

 

Negotiations with the Probation Service for the regular maintenance of the landscaped 

area around Elsecar top pound and lock were concluded successfully, and a good start 

was made earlier in the year on taming the somewhat overgrown nature of the area that 

the Trust inherited responsibility for from the old Barnsley Canal Group.  Regrettably 

sessions planned through the summer had to be postponed because of the adverse 

weather we have been experiencing.   
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To allow work to proceed without interruptions, the Trust has invested in a trailer-

mounted portable toilet, which is kept in Shed 19.  This is collected by the Probation 

Service and towed on-site when they visit.  George Cooper kindly provided an enclosure 

he had refurbished and loaned us a Porta Potti.  The unit should serve its purpose well, 

and will be available for working parties in the future.  As well as funding water safety 

gear, a commitment to providing tea and coffee has been made.  A good deal for all con-

cerned. 

 

The Trust has now obtained indicative pricings from consultants for an environmental 

study of the section of the Barnsley Canal between Walton Top Lock and Cold Hiendley 

Reservoir.  This will enable us to make funding bids for the work from various charities 

and local organisations.  Wakefield MDC will need to be closely involved in the progres-

sion of this work. 

 

Don’t forget to check out the Trust’s website (www.bddct.org.uk) to stay in touch with 

what is happening.  You will find details of meetings and events listed, as well as news 

cuttings, links to other sites, etc.  The link to Everyclick - a ‘search engine’ site that do-

nates 50% of its income to charities - is there too.  As a designated charity, the Trust 

benefits from computer users who use it as their search engine.  A steady trickle of cash 

comes our way in £25 chunks.  The more we can all use it the better the Trust finances 

will be.  Set the site as your ‘home’ page by clicking on the icon.  It’s dead easy and 

works well.   

Don’t forget to let us have your e-mail address if you want to stay in touch.  E-mail the 

secretary@bddct.org - it can also help to cut down on costs.   

If you want to take part in the Committee activities of the Trust there are a number of roles 

you could play.  Please contact the Correspondence Secretary, Sue Silk on 01924 373866 

to talk it through. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support 

 

Mike Silk 

Engineer, BDDCT 
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Cold Hiendley Engine House and Pumping Station. 
 
By Mike Silk C. Eng. MICE, Director, Barnsley, Dearne and Dove Canals Trust. 

 
Introduction 
If only a local group at the time this pumping station was demolished in the 1950’s had the vision to 
preserve it, what a local attraction this would have been - a functioning beam engine and probably 
the only one remaining in Wakefield.  And of course the two reservoirs it served provide a beautiful 
backdrop in this very rural part of Wakefield. 

 
What was it for? 
It is thought that the station was used to lift water from Cold Hiendley Reservoir into the top pound of 
the Barnsley Canal and into Wintersett Reservoir from either the top pound or the Cold Hiendley 
Reservoir as necessary.  The canal level was reckoned to be higher than the water level in Cold 
Hiendley reservoir.  The latter was constructed after Wintersett when it became apparent that the 
supply from Wintersett Reservoir was insufficient. 
 
The engine house remains that are currently visible were the second in the vicinity.  The first engine 
house was located much closer to Wintersett Reservoir dam wall, roughly adjacent to where the 
water channel from the pumping station discharged into Wintersett.  Its location is shown on Figure 
1, a drawing prepared for or by the canal company which was seeking Parliamentary approval for 
both the additional Cold Hiendley Reservoir and an inclined plane at Walton.  The latter was never 
built.  As well as a feeder to the pumping station, a small additional reservoir is shown at the foot of 
the dam.  The reason for this structure is not clear. 
 
Figure 2 is a copy of a section of a drawing produced by the Trust’s consultant in 2006 for the 
planned restoration.  It shows the narrow canal and feeder channel in the section between the two 
reservoirs and how the headwall, site and peninsular appear on maps today.  The map reference is 
372148 on 1:25000 Sheet SE21/31 Pathfinder 703. 
 
Photographs Old and New. 
A black and white photograph (1) (taken from the Third Edition (1995) of the Barnsley Canal Group’s 
publication ‘The Barnsley Canal - a forgotten waterway?’) shows the pumping station apparently in 
use.  The end of the engine’s beam is visible, as well as a narrowboat, probably unloading coal used 
to fire the boiler.  Were narrowboats common in the region?  This is the unloading basin for probably 
the only narrow section of canal for 20 miles around, and the canal itself looks easily restorable.  Any 
comments would be gratefully received.   
 
Another photograph (2) shows a view of the engine house probably taken from the Winterset dam 
wall.  What is probably the feeder arm from an earlier spillway than the one currently in use is shown, 
as well as the short arm to the wharf where coal must have been unloaded, disappearing behind the 
chimney and engine house.  It appears that the stern of a narrowboat (possibly the same one) can be 
seen just to the left of the chimney.  The whole area is very wooded and overgrown today, but a re-
cent photograph (3) shows the headwall, which can be seen to the right of the pump building in pho-
tographs 1 and 2.  From the headwall, the tumbled, brickwork remains of the main buildings can be 
seen, and embedded in one of the plinths still standing, can be seen the roughly 3 inch diameter 
holding down bolt (for the beam or a cylinder).  Nearby, the junction between the feeder arm and the 
wharf arm is still in water, but only just.  

 
 
What might the future hold? 
The Trust approached English Heritage to request that consideration be given to listing the remaining 
features of this structure in 2007.  English Heritage decided that listing the remains was inappropri-
ate.  Although the main pump house, boiler house and chimney have been demolished, the headwall 
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and a considerable section of the stone lined duct taking water to Wintersett Reservoir remains.  It 
appears that much of the structure’s brickwork has merely been ‘tumbled’ over the base of the build-
ing.  Could the pieces be put back together again?   Well there must be buildings that are likely to be 
higher up the queue for funding than this one, but it would certainly be a feature in the landscape.  
There is little doubt that securing the remains of the station by fencing them would prevent any fur-
ther damage, as well as enhancing public safety.   
 
The Trust’s key aim is to restore the main line of the Barnsley Canal and the section between Walton 
Top Lock and Cold Hiendley Reservoir is seen as one of the first sections on which an ‘early win’ 
might be made.  The use of the pound for a trail boat rally is likely.  However, restoration of the 
feeder from Wintersett to the main canal might form part of those works.  It would give a considerable 
increase in the length of navigable canal available and would provide an interesting spectacle.  If it 
could be tied in with clearance of the site for picnics and an investment made in interpretive material 
that would be ideal.   
 
Who does it belong to? 
The owners of the site are UK Coal Mining Ltd. Harworth Park, Blyth Road, Harworth, Doncaster, 
DN11 6DB.  In the last year or so they erected a safety barrier atop the headwall bolted down to the 
capping stones there to protect visitors from the deadly drop.  Regrettably it was not adequate and 
has been vandalised, the bolts presumably shaken loose and the barrier was last seen lying in the 
brick remains below the headwall.  There are plans to re-instate it. 
 
An Archaeological Mystery?   
If water in Cold Hiendley Reservoir was raised by the pumping engine to the top pound of the Barns-
ley and Wintersett reservoir, how did it get into the wet well of the pump which is on the other side of 
the canal feeder?  Logically there must have been a duct of some form.  If so was it metal or brick?  
Is it still there?  Is it under the ‘peninsular’ that sticks out rather strangely into Cold Hiendley reser-
voir?  If anybody has any information on these aspects please contact the Trust. 
 

 

Fig 1 - Map showing Wintersett Reservoir and Pump House, with Cold Hiendley ‘Reservoir’ before 

it was expanded to today’s extent, (the boundary can be seen in the land contours)  
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Cold Hiendley Engine House Cont. 

 
 

 

 

 

                 
 

 

Map 2 - Cold Hiendley Reservoir with proposed new canal route. Note route of Narrow Canal 

to Site of Pump House. 

Photograph 1 Cold Hiendley Pumping Station viewed from narrow feeder canal - note coal 

delivery narrow boat in foreground 
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Photograph 2 showing the Pump house probably taken from Wintersett Dam wall  

Photograph 3  Showing the site as is now  with only the Head 

wall and some foundation visible 
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And Finally—An appeal to CAT lovers / photographers  

 
To the Editor  
I wonder if you could perhaps mention this project and put out an appeal for assistance? 

 
I'm currently working on a CATS ON THE CUT photographic and research project and 

would love to get in touch with as many people as possible who have cats on board nar-

rowboats, cruisers, Dutch Barges - whatever type - also Lock Keepers who have cats at 
their cottages and, of course, the feral or wild cats who frequent the inland waterways. 

 

I would need to speak to people either in person, by phone or chat through the wonders of 
email to share stories, experiences and anecdotes of cats on the cut. 

 

If you'd be willing to help me, please get in touch with me as follows - happy to provide 
any further information you require. 

 

catsonthecut@yahoo.co.uk or 07887600028 
 

Hope to hear from you very soon. 

 

Many thanks,  Linda Prince 

 



 

The Barnsley, Dearne & Dove Canals Trust 
 

Members’ Meetings 
 

Until we have active membership in other areas along the line of the 

canals, Members’ Meetings will continue to be held at The Market Ho-

tel, Wentworth Road, Elsecar, on the FIRST MONDAY of each month 

at 7.45 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. start. Visitors are welcome. 

 

From M1 Junction 36  Follow signs for Elsecar Heritage Centre.  

Market Hotel is just before Heritage Centre. 

 

 

Committee member meetings are held on Tuesday fifteen days after the 

monthly Monday meeting at 19.45 hours for 20.00 hours at the Market 

Hotel, Wentworth Road, Elsecar, near Barnsley 
 

 

 

Further info—see web site. At www.bddct.org.uk  
 

 We welcome input from members—almost anything canal / restoration 

related. Please email to keeleditor@bddct.org.uk  

Ed. 

 

Opinions in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Trust. 

 



Barnsley, Dearne & Dove Canals 
Just to remind ourselves of the overall picture 

They called the Huddersfield Narrow ‘The Impossible Canal’ 

Well if they can do it so can we! 


